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chaired by the Department of Labor, to ad-
vise the Task Force in conducting these and
other appropriate activities.”

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 25, 2000.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:42 a.m., October 26, 2000]

NoTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on October 27.

Executive Order 13173—
Interagency Task Force on the
Economic Development of the
Central San Joaquin Valley

October 25, 2000

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
provide a more rapid and integrated Federal
response to the economic development chal-
lenges of the Central San Joaquin Valley
(Valley), it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. (a) There is established the
“Interagency Task Force on the Economic
Development of the Central San Joaquin
Valley” (Task Force).

(b) The Task Force shall include the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, the Secretary of Com-
merce, the Secretary of Defense, the Attor-
ney General, the Secretary of the Interior,
the Secretary of Education, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, the Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development, the
Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of Labor,
the Secretary of Transportation, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget, the Di-
rector of National Drug Control Policy, the
Administrator of General Services, the Ad-
ministrator of the Small Business Administra-
tion, the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, or their designees, and
such other senior executive branch officials
as may be determined by the Task Force.
The Chair of the Task Force shall rotate an-
nually among the Secretaries of Agriculture,
Housing and Urban Development, and Com-
merce in an order deter mined by those
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agency heads. Administrative support shall
be provided by the then-current chair.

(c) The purpose of the Task Force is to
coordinate and improve existing Federal ef-
forts for the Valley, in concert with locally
led efforts, in order to increase the living
standards and the overall economic perform-
ance of the Valley. Economic development
efforts shall include consideration of the
preservation or enhancement of the natural
environment and natural resources of the
Valley. Specifically, the Task Force shall:

(1) analyze programs and policies of Task
Force member agencies that relate to
the Valley to determine what changes,
modifications, and innovations should
be considered, if any;

(2) consider statistical and data analysis,
research, and policy studies related to
the Valley;

(3) develop, recommend, and implement
short-term and long-term options for
promoting sustainable economic de-
velopment;

(4) consult and coordinate activities with
State, tribal, and local governments,
community leaders, Members of
Congress, the private sector, and
other interested parties, paying par-
ticular attention to maintaining exist-
ing authorities of the States, tribes,
and local governments, and pre-
serving their existing working rela-
tionships with other agencies, organi-
zations, or individuals;

(5) coordinate and collaborate on re-
search and demonstration priorities of
Task Force member agencies related
to the Valley;

(6) integrate Federal initiatives and pro-
grams into the design of sustainable
economic development actions for
the Valley; and

(7) focus initial efforts on pilot commu-
nities for implementing a coordinated
and expedited Federal response to
local economic development and
other needs.

(d) The Task Force shall issue an interim
report to the President by January 15, 2001.
The Task Force shall issue its first annual
report to the President by September 15,
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2001, with subsequent reports to follow an-
nually for a period of 5 years. The reports
shall describe the actions taken by, and
progress of, each member of the Task Force
in carrying out this order.

Sec. 2. Specific Activities by Task Force
Members and Other Agencies. The agencies
represented on the Task Force shall work to-
gether and report their actions and progress
in carrying out this order to the Task Force
Chair one month before the reports are due
to the President under section 1(d) of this
order.

Sec. 3. Cooperation. All efforts taken by
agencies under sections 1 and 2 of this order
shall, as appropriate, further partnerships
and cooperation with organizations that rep-
resent the Valley and with State, tribal, and
local governments.

Sec. 4. Definitions. (a) “Agency” means
an executive agency as defined in 5 U.S.C.
105.

(b) The Central San Joaquin Valley or
“Valley” means the counties of Fresno, Kern,
Kings, Madera, Merced, Stanislaus, and
Tulare in the State of California.

Sec. 5. Judicial Review. This order does
not create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law by a party
against the United States, its agencies, its of-
ficers, or any person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 25, 2000.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:42 a.m., October 26]

NotE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on October 27.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Bipartisan Tax Cut Legislation
October 25, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Leader:)

We are well beyond the time when Con-
gress should have finished its work, with
many of our most important issues still left
unresolved. It is crucial that we now take all
possible steps to find common ground.

In that spirit, I would like to put forward
a consensus tax offer to help resolve the im-
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passe on taxes. This offer does not contain
everything that my Administration and Con-
gressional Democrats would prefer; nor does
it contain all that Congressional Republicans
hope to see. Rather, it recognizes that both
sides need to give a little in order to accom-
plish bipartisan tax legislation this year and
that we should keep the overall tax cut size
to an amount that ensures we continue on
our path of debt reduction and fiscal dis-
cipline.

First, we can raise the minimum wage
without eroding traditional worker protec-
tions, while at the same time providing rea-
sonable and targeted tax relief for small busi-
nesses. Accordingly, in exchange for my pro-
posed minimum wage increase, I would ac-
cept the core elements of Speaker Hastert’s
offer on a small business tax package, costing
approximately $30 billion over 10 years, pro-
vided that the FLSA and FUTA provisions
are eliminated, the welfare-to-work tax credit
is extended, and modifications are made to
the meals and entertainment deduction and
amortization of reforestation expenses. I dis-
cuss your health care proposal later in this
letter.

Second, it is essential that the Labor/HHS
bill include the Rangel/Johnson proposal to
build and modernize 6000 schools through
$24.8 billion in school construction financing,
costing $8.5 billion over 10 years. Consid-
ering the estimated need for $125 billion to
meet our nation’s demand for safe and mod-
ern schools, this proposal is the least we
should do for our children.

Third, the offer includes pension legisla-
tion adopted by the House and Senate, cost-
ing about $50-60 billion over 10 years, pro-
vided that certain modifications that the
Treasury Department has discussed with the
tax-writing committees are made to ensure
that employer-provided pensions for workers
are not harmed, to provide meaningful pro-
tections for workers affected by cash balance
conversions, and to provide progressive sav-
ings incentives for low- and moderate-in-
come workers.

Fourth, the package includes the tax and
other incentives from the bipartisan New
Markets/Community Renewal legislation, at
a cost of about $25 billion over 10 years, with



